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Bundaberg North Burnett Tourism (BNBT) has announced the formation of a 

taskforce to seek the restoration of maritime day-trip excursions between Bundaberg 

and Lady Musgrave Island. 

 

Following the sale of the former Lady Musgrave Barrier Reef Cruises in 2004, the 

business was relocated from the Bundaberg Port Marina to the Town of 1770. As a 

result, the permits associated with the business were also lost to the city. 

 

In what is believed to be a direct result of the relocation, the number of international 

visitors to the Bundaberg region dropped significantly and has remained consistently 

low. These figures have been reflected in statistics provided by Tourism Queensland 

as well as many local accommodation facilities. 

 

“While our domestic visitation figures have remained quite healthy, we are keen to 

improve our appeal to the international visitor who typically seeks an iconic 

experience such as a visit to the Great Barrier Reef”, said BNBT Chair, Cr. Greg 

Barnes. 

 

The subject of re-establishing day-trip access to Lady Musgrave Island is considered 

to be of such importance to the region’s tourism industry and economy that it has 

been identified by BNBT, Bundaberg Regional Council and all stakeholders as a 

pivotal component for the continued growth of the region’s tourism industry. 

 

The role of the taskforce will be to secure the relevant State and Federal permissions 

for access to the island followed by the establishment of a high speed commercial 

ferry operation. 

 



The taskforce is comprised of: 

 Cr. Lorraine Pyefinch, Mayor, Bundaberg Regional Council 

 Mr. Paul Neville MP, Federal Member for Hinkler 

 Mr. Jack Dempsey MP, State Member for Bundaberg 

 Cr. Greg Barnes, Chair, Bundaberg North Burnett Tourism 

 Mr. Neil McPhillips, Manager, Bundaberg Region Futures 

 Mr. Jason Pascoe, Manager, Port of Bundaberg 

 Mr. Peter Selinger, Manager, Bundaberg Rum Bondstore 

 Mr. Paul Massingham, Destination Management Officer (DMO) 

 

“The calibre and experience of those participating on the taskforce, combined with 

the incredible optimism associated with the expansion of our airport facility, leads us 

to believe that we can present a very sound case for a review of the current 

situation”, Cr. Barnes said. 

 

Cr. Barnes recently received an encouraging degree of support when he raised the 

issue with the Leader of the Opposition, Lawrence Springborg and Shadow Minister 

for Sustainable Environment and Climate Change, David Gibson, during their recent 

visit to Bundaberg. 
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