
 

 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE        

 

Queensland the home of investment hotspots in 2013  

Fast 50 suburbs ranking  
 

KEY POINTS 

 

• QLD home to highest number of property hotspots (17) 

• QLD’s Toowoomba named top investment spot for 2013, alongside NSW’s 

Blacktown 

• Regional centres dominate list 

 

15 January 2013: The 2013 Fast 50 report from leading property resource Smart 

Property Investment has identified the top Australian suburbs geared for capital growth in 

2013, with Queensland dominating the list. 

 

Of the 50 suburbs included in the report, a significant 17 were located in Queensland, 

with a wave of regional centres such as Bundaberg and Mount Isa attracting a mention, as 

well as several Brisbane suburbs. 

 

The Sunshine State’s city of Toowoomba also emerged as one of the hottest investment 

locations in Australia, with the city picked by three of the six real estate experts who 

collaborated with Smart Property Investment to produce the report. 

 

The report’s contributors included leading property economist Dr Andrew Wilson; TV 

personality and property expert Margaret Lomas; property research specialist Louis 

Christopher; property columnist Terry Ryder; property mentor Helen Collier-Kogtevs; 

and Positive Real Estate chief executive and co-founder Sam Saggers. 

 

Located approximately 132 kilometres from Brisbane, Toowoomba is one of the 

country’s largest inland cities. Sitting comfortably at the base of the Surat Basin – one of 

Australia’s largest resource and mining locations – it is described as the “economic 

engine” of the region.  

 

With several development projects currently underway and many more in the pipeline, 

the Surat Basin and its surrounding suburbs are set to experience unprecedented growth 

in terms of economic strength and population, according to the report. 

 

“Few places are better located than Toowoomba to benefit from the greatest force in the 

Australian resources sector: the LNG industry,” said Fast 50 contributor and Hotspotting 

director Terry Ryder. 

 

“The Surat Basin, just outside Toowoomba, is alive with gas-related activity, adding a 

major additional element to the city’s strong and diversified economy.” 



 

 
 

 

The Smart Property Investment Fast 50 hotspots were selected based on a range of key 

metrics including population growth, demand for housing, income levels, employment, 

vacancy rates, previous capital growth and current gross rental yields. 

 

Outside Queensland, mining and resource sectors across Western Australia saw the state 

achieve 11 suburbs in the Fast 50 list, while affordable housing in Sydney’s western 

suburbs and regional markets helped New South Wales to also secure 11 places in the 

report.  

 

Price slumps across blue ribbon markets saw Victoria secure six potential investment 

hotspots, while South Australia and the Northern Territory each achieved two listings in 

the report. The Australian Capital Territory failed to make the list in 2013 with 

Tasmania’s Franklin knocking the nation’s capital off the list. 

 

According to Smart Property Investment editor Phillip Tarrant, the Fast 50 report 

provides investors with a valuable snapshot of which locations currently present the 

sharpest investment prospects. 

 

“This is a challenging market right now and if you’re looking to make a fast buck without 

doing your research there’s a good chance you’ll get your fingers burnt,” he said.  

 

“That said, this report demonstrates that there are still lucrative opportunities out there for 

investors who are looking for solid capital growth potential – regardless of the broader 

market conditions.” 

 

In addition, Mr Tarrant said the 2013 report highlights the growing significance of 

housing affordability and reinforces the investment opportunities located outside capital 

city markets.  

 

“Capital city markets have long been considered a safe and sensible investment option. 

However, a growing number of investors are turning to outer suburban markets because 

of their lower buy-in costs and tight vacancy rates,” Mr Tarrant said. 

 

“Some of these locations allow investors to enter the market at a reasonable price with 

the option of adding further value through cost-effective renovations. 

 

“There are some very attractive opportunities out there right now which are driven by 

local economic factors, housing supply and demand and demographic shifts. Add to that 

a cash rate of just three per cent and there is great potential for investors who do their 

homework,” Mr Tarrant said. 

 

For the full 2013 Fast 50 Report, investors can pick up a copy of the February issue of 

Smart Property Investment, on newsstands now. 

 



 

 
 

The 2013 Smart Property Investment Fast 50 suburbs: 

 

QLD NSW WA VIC 

Blackwater Bathurst Aubin Grove Albury-Wodonga 

Bundaberg Blacktown Dampier Ashburton 

Chinchilla Box Hill Falcon Bendigo 

Emerald Cessnock Hamilton Hill Burwood 

Enoggera Gunnedah Karratha Mildura 

Gladstone Hunter Valley Kwinana Surrey Hills 

Greenslopes Ingleburn Midland  

Highgate Hill Macquarie Fields Newman SA 

Ipswich Newcastle Rockingham Hackham West 

Logan Penrith South Hedland Williamstown 

Mackay  Wungong  

Mount Isa/The Gap   NT 

New Farm   Darwin River 

Oakey    

Rockhampton   TAS 

Toowoomba   Franklin  

Westlake    

    

 

***ENDS*** 

 

For further details on the Fast 50 report or to set up any interviews please contact: 

 

Kate Miller 

Communications Manager  

PH: 02 9922 3300 

M: 0417 625 774 

E: kate@sterlingpublishing.com.au 

 

Note to editors 

 

Smart Property Investment is a leading magazine and online resource for property 

investors and home buyers. For daily news or more information visit 

www.spionline.com.au 


